This document is designed to inform you of the learning planned for your child’s next unit of inquiry. In addition we offer you some optional ideas for
supporting
Type to enter
textyour child at home.

Y6 Unit Overview
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HOW WE ORGANIZE OURSELVES

In our first Unit of Inquiry the Y6 students will be inquiring into the structure and function of
organizations, social decision-making and their impact on humankind through the central idea ‘The
structure and function of governing systems impacts society’. We will investigate this through the
concepts of Function (‘How does it work?’), Responsibility (‘‘What is our/your role?’) and Perspective
(‘What are other points of view?’). Throughout the unit we will be developing our thinking skills,
focussing on evaluation and dialectical thought, our communication skills through a study on nonverbal communication and speaking and our social skills by looking at group decision making.
Throughout the unit we will develop our ability to be principled and to be good communicators.
Through this work we will be looking for children to develop their understanding of empathy and
integrity.
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You may wish to support your child at home in the following ways:
Developing vocabulary:
Key vocabulary used in this unit will be:
government, system, society, impact, perspective, responsibility, democracy,
dictatorship, vote, election, monarchy, revolution, capitalism, communism, law,
parliament
Please consider using your Mother Tongue to develop your child’s
understanding of these words.

Conceptual questions:
This unit will be addressed through the lens of perspective, function and
responsibility. Over the next few weeks try to ask your child lots of ‘’How’? questions
to develop their ability to articulate their thoughts and to increase their curiosity about
how things work. Try to initiate conversation about differing points of view and discuss
where different responsibilities lie at home, at school and beyond. Talk around these
concepts in any context will support the work that we are doing in school.
Fun things to do together: Discuss the decision making systems your child is involved in at school or at home.
Talk about why decision making systems are essential and who is responsible to
create them and follow them. Talk about ‘Occupy Central’, discuss the differing points
of view. Look at different sources of information from this movement and sort them
into those that are ‘pro’ the demonstration and those that are not. Find out about a
Hong Kong law. If you were in charge of the school what laws would you make? If you
were in charge of Hong Kong what rule would you make? Find stories which include
information about how places (real or imaginary) are governed - and read them! Make
a list of all the world leaders you have heard of.

Look for action:
ACTION is a key element of the Primary Years Programme. We are always looking to
see how children take their learning and apply it independently. This can take many
forms - from a discussion about the Unit of Inquiry at home initiated by your child,
role-play or even a request to bring a book or artifact in to school because it relates to
the work we have been doing in school. Now that you know what the unit is all about
please keep your eyes open for evidence of action and let us know! Any action that
you tell us about will be kept as part of your child’s records.

“Success for Every Child”

Alongside the key concepts, attitudes, learner profile attributes and action elements of the Primary Years Programme there
is a body of knowledge that will be taught during the course of each unit. The main learning outcomes are outlined below
for your reference. The childrenʼs understanding of each objective is assessed before each planned learning experience in
order for us to pitch the work according to your childʼs ability and needs:

ENGLISH:
Information texts will frame our work on reading and writing this term, with a particular focus on newspaper reports
and explanations. In addition, students will:
Recognise and discuss the purpose of organizational elements of different text types and how these frame meaning
Identify overt and subliminal messages.
Compare the treatment of an issue across different text types.
Locate, organise and present written information obtained from a variety of sources and begin to cite sources.
Generate, develop and modify ideas and opinions through discussion and debates.
Participate appropriately as listener and speaker, including participating in discussions, conversations, debates and
group presentations.
Locate,
organise and present written information obtained from a variety of sources and begin to cite sources.
•
Monitor
and adjust or affirm own perspective when listening to others’ points of view.
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MATHS
•
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Interpret and compare a range of data displays, including side-by-side column graphs
Identify potentially misleading data representations with consideration of purpose
Apply place value to partition and rename numbers to thousandths
Recognise, and order integers (including negative integers)
Recognise, model and order decimal fractions to thousandths or beyond.
Round decimal fractions to the nearest tenth or whole number

SCIENCE and SOCIAL STUDIES
• Identify features and functions of different political systems
• Explain how and why decisions are made and implemented in different political systems
• Understand the responsibilities of individuals/groups involved in government
• Explain how government decisions affect people’s lives
ARTS
• Reflect on the factors that influence personal reactions to artwork
• Explain the cultural and historical perspectives of an artwork
• Critique and make informed judgements about artworks
CHINESE
We will start off the unit by agreeing on the classroom rules and looking at the expectations with an aim to build up a
good routine. This term the topics of Jobs and Profession will be included in Chinese in some classes with a focus on
key vocabulary and relevant sentence structure. Also we will have general discussion on jobs, roles, workplace, rights
and responsibilities.

Your child will learn best of all when school and home work as a team. If you have any questions at all
please do not hesitate to contact us.

“Success for Every Child”

